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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

El Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 7/13/06:12/4/06 . 6) □ Other: . 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20100520 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,953 
Art Unit: 2841 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 10 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Henry (US 6,018,916). 

With respect to claim 1, Henry discloses a distance piece ( 15 ) for obtaining and 
maintaining a given distance between two objects, the distance piece comprising a first wedge- 
formed element ( 3 ), and a second wedge formed element ( 2 ) comprising means ( 4, 6 and 7 ) 
for receiving the first wedge-formed element ( 2 ) so that the first and second wedge- formed 
elements ( 2 and 3 ) form a set of abutting surfaces wherein at least one of the wedge-formed 
elements comprise(s) friction increasing means ( 8 ) arranged on at least one of the abutting 
surfaces (See Figure 6). 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,953 
Art Unit: 2841 



Page 3 



Regarding claim 2, Henry sets forth a distance piece wherein the friction increasing 
means comprises serrated teeth ( 8 ) arranged on an abutting surface of the first wedge-formed 
element ( 3 ) and/or serrated teeth arranged on an abutting surface of the second wedge-formed 
element ( 2 ). 

In regards to claim 3, Henry teaches a distance piece wherein the serrated teeth ( 8 ) 
arranged on the first wedge-formed element ( 3 ) are adapted to engage with the corresponding 
serrated teeth ( 6 ) arranged on the second wedge-formed element ( 2 ). 

With regards to claim 4, Henry shows a distance piece wherein the receiving means ( 4 ) 
of the second wedge-formed element ( 2 ) comprises at least one keyway ( 4 ). 

Regarding claim 5, Henry also discloses a distance piece wherein the first wedge-formed 
element ( 3 ) comprises at least one key ( 5 ) adapted to engage with the at least one keyway ( 4 ) 
of the second wedge-formed element ( 2 ). 

In regards to claim 6, Henry further teaches a distance piece wherein the first wedge- 
formed element ( 3 ) fiirther comprises a flexible element ( 7, 8 ) arranged on a surface thereof, 
the flexible element being adapted to maintain the first wedge-formed element ( 3 ) in a fixed 
relationship with the object abutting the first wedge- formed element. 
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With respect to claim 7, Hemy sets forth a distance piece wherein the second wedge- 
formed element ( 2 ) further comprises a flexible element ( 6 ) arranged on a surface thereof, the 
flexible element being adapted to maintain the second wedge-formed element ( 2 ) in a fixed 
relationship with the object abutting the second wedge- formed element ( 2 ). 

Regarding claim 8, Henry discloses a distance piece wherein the flexible element (6, 7, 8) 
forms an integral part of the wedge-formed element ( See Figure 2 ). 

In regards to claim 10, Henry shows a distance piece further comprising a connection 
element ( 4, 5 ) interconnecting the first and second wedge- formed elements ( 2, 3 ). 

With regards to claim 11, Henry teaches a distance piece wherein the first and second 
wedge-formed elements ( 2, 3 ) and the connection element ( 4, 5 ) are made of the same material 
(integrally formed as shown in Figure 2 ). 

Regarding claim 12, Henry sets forth a distance piece wherein the first and second 
wedge-formed elements ( 2, 3 ) and the connection element ( 4, 5 ) are made as a one-piece 
component. 
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In regards to claim 13, Henry discloses a distance piece wherein the first and second 
wedge-formed elements ( 2, 3 ) and the connection element ( 4, 5 ) are made of a polymer-based 
material, such as a plastic material ( Column 4, line 44 ). 

With respect to claim 14, Henry teaches a distance piece further comprising user operable 
hand grips ( as mounting plate 1 and wedges 2 and 3, can used as a gripping surface ) for 
assisting the user of the distance piece in engaging the first and second wedge-formed elements. 

Regarding claim 15, Henry shows a distance piece wherein the second wedge- formed 
element ( 2 ) adapted to receive a nail of the first wedge-formed element ( 3 ), the slit being 
arranged as a through-going opening in the surface comprising the Mction increasing means 
(Column 5, lines 4 - 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Henry ( US 
6,018,916). 

Henry discloses a distance piece as stated in paragraph 2 above. 

Henry does not disclose the flexible element being separate from the wedge formed 
element as stated in claim 9. 

In regards to claim 9: Henry discloses a distance piece wherein the flexible element is 
integral to the wedge formed element. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the flexible element being separate 
from the wedge formed element, since it has been held that forming in two pieces an article 
which has formerly been formed in one piece involves only routine skill in the art. Howard v. 
Detroit Stove Works , 150 U.S. 164 ( 1893 ). 



Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Yaritza Guadalupe-McCall whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2244. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jinhee Lee can be reached on (571) 272-1977. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

YGM 

May 21, 2010 



/Y aritza Guadalupe-McCall/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2841 



